Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #6 – Where’s the Organ?


Some are surprised to visit the worship services of a church of Christ and discover that the building lacks a piano, bandstand, drum set and string section. “Where's the organ?” many ask.

The organ is there; it is just hard to see and its sound is not what you might expect. 

When Christians make a decision to do all things in the name of the Lord (Colossians 3:17), that is, by his authority, they are led in certain directions and prevented from going in others. Peter said, “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God” (First Peter 4:11). Because Jesus has all authority over the church and the New Testament contains all truth for it, we are compelled to do all that it orders and to avoid all that it does not.

Musical worship is an important part of the New Testament pattern for the church of Jesus Christ. Although instruments of music like the harp and flute were prominent in temple worship under the Old Test., they are not mentioned in any context dealing with praise under his New Testament.

Mechanical music is not alone in this regard. Animal sacrifice and incense burning were also facets of temple worship that were not renewed for the church. No matter how much a worshiper may desire any of these three activities, without scriptural approval in the New Testament, such could only be a sin of presumption (cf. Leviticus 10:1-3).

The worship pattern for the church was developed by the Holy Spirit.  No one can claim to be led by the Spirit who follows a different path than the one he revealed (John 14:26).

He says: “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord...” (Ephesians 5:18-19).

Did you see the organ contained there for New Testament worship? It is not one with pipes and pedals, but one that can submit to truth and express emotion. The heart of the worshiper is the only organ authorized in musical worship today. With it, we can form meaningful sounds and worship God in spirit and in truth (John 4:24).

1. Questions about music in our worship are really practical matters of religious authority. How do we go about establishing what is authorized in our worship today?
We must use the New Testament as a pattern and authority for all that we do in service to God, lest we fall short or go beyond his will

2. Who has all authority in the church? How would you describe the authority exercised by elders and evangelists then? How much authority is there for creed conventions?
Jesus Christ has all authority in the church, expressing it through the apostolic writings. Elders exercise delegated authority, but have no right to bind their own traditions and opinions. Evangelists are authorized only to preach the word. The creeds of men are totally without divine approval, for the bible is sufficient.

3. What are the three ways of establishing authority in the bible, as well as in all life?
Authority is established by means of a direct command or prohibition, an approved example and a necessary inference.

4. Are sectarian creeds, human tradition and personal preference equally viable forms of authority (Matthew 15:1-9)? Explain your answer.
No, they are invasions into the privilege of God and always fall short or go beyond his will in the Bible.

5. Were mechanical instruments used in Old Testament worship? Is there any evidence of them being used in worship by first century churches?
They were clearly used in the Old Testament (Psalm 150), but we find the disciples always singing and never playing.

6. Why don’t the instruments in Old Testament worship authorize them for the church today (Ephesians 2:11-16, Colossians 2:13-14, Matthew 17:1-5)?
Like incense burning and animal sacrifice, instrumental music was a practice that was nailed to Christ’s cross and not revived under his new testament.

7. What does it mean to worship in Spirit and truth (John 4:24)?
This kind of worship is true, both to the heart and the book. It is sincere and genuine, while also being expressed only as God has specified.

8. Identify three New Testament passages that discuss our musical worship.
Colossians 3:16, Ephesians 5:19, Hebrews 13:15.

9. Why is it presumptuous to add instruments to our musical worship? How does this effort parallel God’s judgment of Nadab and Abihu?
It is presumptuous simply because God never said a word to us about playing. Nadab and Abihu added strange fire, which God did not command him, to their worship and they were punished for seeking their own preference instead of God’s.

10. Identify the organ necessary to musical worship in the New Testament.
It is the heart.
